
While we’re all ready for summer,
it’s hard to believe the end of the
year is here.  As noted in several of
our elementary students’ articles, the
spring has been a whirlwind of ac-
tivity and the weeks have flown by
quickly!

As I consider the passing of time, it
also seems like just yesterday that
our four graduates were just tod-
dlers.  These four young ladies have
been together (three of them since
Trish’s class) since their Primary
years.  This week I shared with them
that it is one of  my goals for CMS
graduates to know themselves –
know their strengths and challenges,
know how they learn, and know
about what they are passionate.  We
reflected on whether they are leav-
ing with this skill of introspection
and self awareness.  It was obvious
in our conversation how close they
are as they highlighted each other’s
talents while articulating their own.

24th—Peanuts trip to the zoo
         Elementary CCC Pizza Lunch

(12Noon) & Book Share(1pm)

25th—CMS Yard Sale and Car Wash

27th—NO SCHOOL/CHILDCARE (Memorial
Day)

28th-31st—Senior Trip to NYC

3rd—Birthday Lunch for June & July B-Days

4th—School Cookout(12-1pm)

6th—Peanut and Elementary Rehearsal for
Closing Ceremony– details TBA

7th—Closing Day Ceremony

17th-21st—SUMMER CAMP BEGINS!!!
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MAY All of our teachers have guided these

girls on their scholastic journey. It is
with a great deal of gratitude that we’ve
watched them grow. It is with a mixture
of sadness and excitement that we send
them off to their next chapter, whatever
that may be.

It is also with a great deal of gratitude
that I reflect on this year successes: Mary
Heyward has breathed new life into the
library, we’ve had the wonderful oppor-
tunity to add African drumming to our
curriculum, and we’ve gotten to know
new (and returning!) staff and families
who joined our community!  My contin-
ual classroom phrase this year has been
“There are no passengers on spaceship
Earth, we are all crew.”  Thanks to all the
crew who made this a great year!

voice
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Yay for our PTO!!
We can’t thank you enough for organizing
community events, making our field trips
financially possible, and creating the
great PTO website!



Pre-Primary
Classes >>>

 Gift giving is so exciting that some of
the gifts barely made it to the car be-
fore they were open! We have a new
friend, Sparkles the hedgehog, who has
recently joined our class.

She is slowly getting used to
the hustle and bustle of every-
day life in a classroom.  Many
of the children enjoy walking
around holding her in her
“sleeping bag”.  She sometimes
sits with the children while
they work. What a great year
we have had!
Looking forward
to next year,
but, first, let’s
have a great
summer!!!

Marjory and Judy

Why would we put cheese grating out as a
food prep work in practical life? To make

pizza, of course!  And isn’t cheese pizza
better with mozzarella and parmesan?
Snack is an important part of the class-
room’s social life, and one goal of our
planned pizza feast was for children to
understand the process that goes into eat-
ing snack – preparing the food. We knew we
needed enough cheese for 24 little pizzas.
So every day several children chose the
cheese grating work, followed the steps of
grating the cheese onto a plate, collecting
it in a bowl, and cleaning up for the next
classmate.  Children had to wait to enjoy
the fruits of their labor as we measured our
collected cheese every day until finally,
after two weeks, we saw we had enough.

Then Susan lent her Italian hand in making the
dough.  The class headed downstairs where
each child made his/her own pizza.  What
messy fun!  When the pizzas were done we
dined together on the playground.

One way to make your classroom smell
great is to put out lemon squeezing and
zesting as a practical life work.  And one
way to keep kids engaged in their work is
for them to realize the end result is deli-
cious lemonade!  Students cut a lemon in
half, juiced it, poured it into a container,
and again waited until we had enough
lemon juice to make lemonade for the
whole class.  Kids were excited to partici-
pate in making a treat for their class-
mates, and Susan and I were excited to
see how much strength, coordination,

attention to detail, and focus stu-
dents have built over the year.

Next time your kids ask “What’s for
dinner?” tell them that if they grate

the
cheese,
chop the
veggies,
and
squeeze
the lem-
ons,
you’ll
have
pizza and
lemon-
ade!

Susan and
Patrick

Primary 1
Well, another year has come and gone.
We have accomplished so much and,
now, we look forward to summer adven-
tures!

The “Winter Play in the Spring” is fin-
ished.  Our little sparrows did a great
job.  Thanks to Derrick for our wonder-
ful and snappy song.  It made practice
time so much fun!

As the ability to focus improves, sewing
skills improve.  Stitches get more even
and closer together. Most of the chil-
dren are sewing, many of them daily.
Countless pillows have gone home this
year, with a flurry of them here in the
last few weeks.  Two quilts were fin-
ished, as well as a few stuffed animals.
The children enjoyed making Mother’s
Day gifts.  Painting is always a hit and
marble painting even more so.  Some of
the kids did not want to stop rolling the
marbles, even when the paint was gone!
We think the silhouettes turned out
nicely.

We have had a great year and boy did it
go fast.  This past month the Peanuts
really worked hard on researching their
favorite planet or subject in our solar
system.  The presentations were great!
Each one took pride in their hard work,
and in showing the parents the projects
they came up with.  We all learned so
much and had fun.  I’m so proud for our
Peanuts for all they have accomplished
this year.

We had a mini lesson about volcanoes
this past week.   What a great time we
had putting the volcanoes together and
watching them erupt on Friday.  The Pea-
nuts had very interesting questions about
volcanoes so we looked them up.

Here are a  few of the
amazing questions they
came up with were:

Where is the largest active
volcano in the world?

Where is the smallest active volcano in
the world?

Is there a volcano on every continent?

Is all lava the same temperature?

Please take the time to ask your Pea-
nuts about what they learned: I know
they are full of information.

Parents, thank you for the opportunity
to work with your children, I will miss
each and every one next year and wish
them all well. I hope everyone enjoys
their summer vacation.

Marjory

Classes >>>

Lucy and Alex: “You get to go to the
library and drumming!”

Lucy and Lilly: “Drumming and Art!”

-Each week the Peanuts visit the library.
Mary Heyward reads them exciting stories
and guides them in choosing their books.
They get to check out a book each week
and have the added responsibility of return-
ing it the following week. For drumming,
the children play rhythm games and learn
modified African rhythms on the djembe.
Annie does special art projects with the
group when they aren’t drumming.

Byron: “You get to do lots of cool
works” Some of Byron’s favorites
include the hundred board and teen
board.

-The Peanuts were responsible for two
research projects this year. They learned
cool facts about their topic and presented
their projects to their parents.

Peanuts

During a recent interview, the Peanuts were asked to
share with the rising Kindergarteners what they
thought was the best thing about being a Peanut. The
interviews were done independently of each other.
Their collective responses, though, created a pretty
complete picture of all the exciting activities the fu-
ture Peanuts can expect. This is what they had to say:

Primary 2

The end of the year is always bitter-
sweet.  I'm proud of the children and what
they have accomplished, but I will miss
working with them next year.  They have
grown so much physically, mentally, and
in self confidence.  My favorite words are “I
can do it myself".
Mondays are cooking days, and I have a lot
of eager helpers.  We usually make a snack
to be shared on Tuesdays with the whole
class.  Our Mother's Day blueberry bread
was a result of this love of cooking.  We
also made honey bars and dog biscuits for
the Earth Day sale.
A lot of the children like sewing.  Some of
them have progressed to sewing on buttons
and sequins. Every time a pillow is finished,
it is shared on the line.  It is so popular that
I've run out of material to make new sew-
ing's.
I'm looking forward to the end of the year
program.  We're performing two songs the
children love.  Have a wonderful summer.

Trish and Sam

Ashby and Owen: “You get to go on
field trips!”

-This year the Peanuts will have gone to
Tri-arts, the planetarium at Clemson Uni-
versity, the Greenville Zoo and Columbo’s
for their restaurant dining experience.

Max and Lily: “Going to see Skippy
John Jones” (Tri-Arts)

Scott: “Pizza lunch and special
lunch!”

-The Peanuts join Elementary children
and families for pizza lunch across the
street once a month. They also eat a fam-
ily style lunch most Fridays. They are
responsible for setting the tables and
cleaning up when they are finished. We
even have candles at each table and play
soft music.

Dana, Shivali and Lily: “We get to
make volcanoes and paint them and
watch them erupt!”

Natale: “We get to walk UP the slide
during Peanut playtime. We also get
to go across the monkey bars without
a teacher!”

Meghan: “We get to take our shoes
off in the afternoon!”

So watch out rising
Peanuts! Life is

about to get really
interesting

Peanuts Pass the Torch
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ELEMENTARY

The Month of May
This month has been one of the busiest, and most exciting
of the whole year! And it’s only half over! We haven’t
had one day to just sit and get some work done unless you
count painting sets, finding costumes, memorizing lines
and choosing places or blocking movements. This has left
us with very little free time. Along with the play, we’ve
had to continue on with Pizza Lunch (which the Sixth
Years have been in charge of for the past few months),
Birthday Lunch and Special Lunch.
We’ve also been busy making our Mother’s Day Gifts.
Some of us chose to make “sun chains”, which are made
of pretty beads, pieces of polished glass and shells
wrapped with wire then attached together on a stick.
Others chose to make picture frames decorated with cool
magazine and paper cut-outs. This is called decoupage.
We also met for a couple of long discussions in prepara-
tion for our fields. Our first field trip, which was an over-
night in Columbia, included the entire Elementary. We
started by roaming around the State Museum for most of
the first day. We spent the night prowling behind the
scenes at the Riverbanks Zoo. It was so cool to spend the
night at the Zoo and then view the same exhibits the next
day! The Seniors will go on a week-long trip to NYC next
week. There we plan to see a Broadway show, check out
museums and tour some other cool sites.
Then...it never ends...the End-of-the-Year-Show, with
summer on its tail!
All of us are working really hard and are looking forward
to a nice long break.

by Kelly Duffy

On Friday, April 19th, we
held our annual CMS Plant
Sale and Pizza Lunch. The day
was full of work, singing,
shopping, eating, crafting and
play.
For most of April, all of us, the CMS students, worked to prepare
for the event. Every class contributed, whether they planted
seeds, made cute crafts, or brought delicious treats for the Can-
opy Café.
I helped by setting up a stand with Abba, who made cool bottle
cap crafts, and Julia, who sewed together pants pockets to make
bags. I also helped by working as a go-to person at the Canopy
Café, helping serve at Pizza Lunch, working as a cashier at the
end of the day, and doing random jobs here and there.
At the end of the day we had a massive clean up to make sure all
the unsold items were organized and all the messes were taken
care of. The day was hectic at times, but I had a lot of fun help-
ing get everything done.

by Kelly Duffy

Summer is
already here!?

CMS Annual Plant Sale—How we helped...

On April 19th we had a plant sale. It was not raining at first, but
soon after it started to pour. My job was to help people carry their
plants and things to their cars. At the craft stand I bought “Play
Doe” made by Primary 1, anklets made by my friend, Anson, some
bead pets from Shelby and Maria’s stand, and three bugs on a leash
from Denise.

by Eli Gaussiran

One of the ways I contributed to the Plant Sale was by making jean
purses. These are purses made from pants pockets and pants legs. I
sold the big ones for $7, the medium for $6 and the small ones for
$5. I made eight purses and sold five. The big purses, made out of
the pants legs, sold right away!

by Julia Kempton

Although the weather was horri-
ble, the Plant Sale was NOT. Eve-
ryone had lots of fun! We did not
have as many plants as usual, but
all of the crafts made up for it.
For my craft I made bottle cap
necklaces and rings, and duck
tape bracelets and wallets. By
lunch time I had sold all of my
wallets, two rings, and six neck-
laces. Julia and Kelly were also at
my stand. Julia had sold five

purses and Kelly had sold almost all of her junk pets! By the end of
the day I had two rings and two necklaces left. We made $50 for
the rainforest.
From 7:30-8:15 I also helped at the Canopy Café. There were loads
of customers and also loads of treats donated by Elementary fami-
lies. The Plant Sale was a big success, all because of all of you! So
thank you for helping us raise over $1000 for the rainforest.

by Abigail McSharry

Yep...Summer is
coming...

Winter Play in the Spring
The Quiltmakers Gift

This year being my last year, I was super sad
and also very happy when the play ended. Eve-
rybody got loads of compliments!
In February, the teachers assigned us our parts.
The four Sixth Years were the last to be as-
signed parts. First, I was cast as the
Quiltmaker. Then Kelly and Andrea were cast as
the  two grandmas; they immediately called
themselves “Grandma Buddies!’ Last, but not
least, Denise got the part of the king. We began
to learn our lines and songs. We all thought we had enough
time but April came up way too fast! It wasn’t until after
the Plant Sale that we could really start rehearsals for the
play. I was freaking out! We had sets to paint, props to
gather and costumes to assemble. (Speaking of props and
costumes, this year the sixth graders got to visit the prop
and costume room down at the playhouse. It was a lot of
fun to find costumes for everyone!) That same week we
managed to get the Quiltmaker’s cottage painted, as well
as the rich and poor houses.
On the first day at the playhouse, not everything was
ready. We needed to touch up some sets and add a few
more props. We practiced all morning, took a lunch break
and then ran through it again. The next morning, we prac-
ticed with the preschoolers and had pizza for lunch. We
rehearsed one last time in the afternoon—we were ready!
That evening backstage, just before the play, I was super
anxious! As the pre-primary started their song, I sat in my
rocker with a shawl over my shoulders and a quilt over my
lap. I was so hot, especially my face, which I’m sure rose
two degrees higher every minute it got closer to my solo!
When the time arrived, I stood up on the island feeling like
I would faint any second. Finally my song ended and from
there the play went by so fast!
I think, with all of our hard work, we had the best, most
amazing play I’ve been in during my Clemson Montessori
School years.

by Abigail McSharry

6th Years Moving On…Visits to
the Middle School

On the way to Edwards I was really scared of seeing my
new school.  When we were getting out of the car I could
almost feel my heart pumping!  I walked inside Edwards
and was surprised that there was so much security.  Nata-
lie told Kelly, Abba, and I that there is a police officer at
school every day!  We had to push a button to go into the
office, then waited for Ms. Bridges.  She showed us all of
the guidance counselors’ offices, the music and art class-
rooms, the sixth grade area, then she took us outside to
see where they have recess.  Then she took us to the sev-
enth and eigth grade halls.  The seventh grade is like a
square around the media center.  After our tour ended,
Natalie asked us what we thought of it.  I replied “Big!”

- Denise

My first impression of Edwards Middle School was “Oh my
gosh, this place is HUGE!” Even though it is not really as
big as it seems, I’m super worried that I’m going to get
lost five times daily.  All of the grades are in different
sections of the school.  Sixth graders are especially sepa-
rate; they go to their lockers and have lunch at a different
time than the seventh and eighth graders.  The seventh
and eighth graders have different classroom areas, but go
to lunch and lockers with each other.  The school organ-
izes itself by different teams for each grade which deter-
mine what teachers you have.  I personally want to be on
team 4 because I know one of the teachers and I think
she’s super nice.  When we went to visit I was super nerv-
ous and jumpy and I’m not really sure why.  All of the
classes looked really cool.  I guess I’m excited and nervous
at the same time. - Kelly

When we first entered Edwards I was super nervous al-
though I’m not sure why.  We sat down in the front office
and waited for Ms. Bridges, our tour guide (also the vice-
principal).  While we waited, Evan’s mom, Ms. Matthews,
came and told us if we ever needed anything we could
come find her, which was really nice to know.  When Ms.
Bridges came she led us through the cafeteria and then
through a few halls.  Finally we got to the seventh grade
area!  We looked in all of the classrooms.  When the bell
rang all of the kids burst out of their classrooms, so we
rushed into the media center, which is in the center of the
seventh grade area.  We also looked at the art and wood-
shop classrooms, band classroom and strings classroom.
You can choose one of those three; I’m definitely choosing
art/woodshop.  Ms. Bridges also told us about sports,
which could be fun to join.  Overall I think it will be excit-
ing to move into a new environment, although I will proba-
bly get lost the first few days there because it is so huge!

- Abigail

I woke up at 6:ooam on the dreaded day I was to visit Mid-
dle School and slipped on my “uniform” which was just a
navy skirt and white collared shirt.  When I changed and
was looking decent I made my way down the steps to the
kitchen.  A bowl of cereal and cup of yogurt later and I
was in the car with my friend Victoria going to school.
Everyone at the school was nice and I made lots of friends,
many who were Whovians, Doctor Who fans.  The classes
weren’t hard and they were very interesting.  All of the
teachers were nice and the school wasn’t too hard to get
around.  In the end, what I thought was going to be a
nightmare ended up being one of the best days ever!
- -Andrea

At this year’s Plant Sale I helped by being the outside cashier. I
also made fruit and cheese kabobs to sell at the Canopy Café. I
also made a popsicle stick box to sell at the craft stand. I bought
an Oreo cupcake from the Café and a quilt that Denise made.
Unfortunately, it rained, but I chose to look at the glass half full
and play out in the rain, we played Monkey in the Middle. It was
also pizza lunch. I had a slice of cheese and a slice of pepperoni.
After pizza lunch we sang with Derrick. The Juniors sang three
songs. My favorite was the
Recycle Rap. I love the Plant
Sale!

 by Dane Spede
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soon after it started to pour. My job was to help people carry their
plants and things to their cars. At the craft stand I bought “Play
Doe” made by Primary 1, anklets made by my friend, Anson, some
bead pets from Shelby and Maria’s stand, and three bugs on a leash
from Denise.

by Eli Gaussiran

One of the ways I contributed to the Plant Sale was by making jean
purses. These are purses made from pants pockets and pants legs. I
sold the big ones for $7, the medium for $6 and the small ones for
$5. I made eight purses and sold five. The big purses, made out of
the pants legs, sold right away!

by Julia Kempton

Although the weather was horri-
ble, the Plant Sale was NOT. Eve-
ryone had lots of fun! We did not
have as many plants as usual, but
all of the crafts made up for it.
For my craft I made bottle cap
necklaces and rings, and duck
tape bracelets and wallets. By
lunch time I had sold all of my
wallets, two rings, and six neck-
laces. Julia and Kelly were also at
my stand. Julia had sold five

purses and Kelly had sold almost all of her junk pets! By the end of
the day I had two rings and two necklaces left. We made $50 for
the rainforest.
From 7:30-8:15 I also helped at the Canopy Café. There were loads
of customers and also loads of treats donated by Elementary fami-
lies. The Plant Sale was a big success, all because of all of you! So
thank you for helping us raise over $1000 for the rainforest.

by Abigail McSharry

Yep...Summer is
coming...

Winter Play in the Spring
The Quiltmakers Gift

This year being my last year, I was super sad
and also very happy when the play ended. Eve-
rybody got loads of compliments!
In February, the teachers assigned us our parts.
The four Sixth Years were the last to be as-
signed parts. First, I was cast as the
Quiltmaker. Then Kelly and Andrea were cast as
the  two grandmas; they immediately called
themselves “Grandma Buddies!’ Last, but not
least, Denise got the part of the king. We began
to learn our lines and songs. We all thought we had enough
time but April came up way too fast! It wasn’t until after
the Plant Sale that we could really start rehearsals for the
play. I was freaking out! We had sets to paint, props to
gather and costumes to assemble. (Speaking of props and
costumes, this year the sixth graders got to visit the prop
and costume room down at the playhouse. It was a lot of
fun to find costumes for everyone!) That same week we
managed to get the Quiltmaker’s cottage painted, as well
as the rich and poor houses.
On the first day at the playhouse, not everything was
ready. We needed to touch up some sets and add a few
more props. We practiced all morning, took a lunch break
and then ran through it again. The next morning, we prac-
ticed with the preschoolers and had pizza for lunch. We
rehearsed one last time in the afternoon—we were ready!
That evening backstage, just before the play, I was super
anxious! As the pre-primary started their song, I sat in my
rocker with a shawl over my shoulders and a quilt over my
lap. I was so hot, especially my face, which I’m sure rose
two degrees higher every minute it got closer to my solo!
When the time arrived, I stood up on the island feeling like
I would faint any second. Finally my song ended and from
there the play went by so fast!
I think, with all of our hard work, we had the best, most
amazing play I’ve been in during my Clemson Montessori
School years.

by Abigail McSharry

6th Years Moving On…Visits to
the Middle School

On the way to Edwards I was really scared of seeing my
new school.  When we were getting out of the car I could
almost feel my heart pumping!  I walked inside Edwards
and was surprised that there was so much security.  Nata-
lie told Kelly, Abba, and I that there is a police officer at
school every day!  We had to push a button to go into the
office, then waited for Ms. Bridges.  She showed us all of
the guidance counselors’ offices, the music and art class-
rooms, the sixth grade area, then she took us outside to
see where they have recess.  Then she took us to the sev-
enth and eigth grade halls.  The seventh grade is like a
square around the media center.  After our tour ended,
Natalie asked us what we thought of it.  I replied “Big!”

- Denise

My first impression of Edwards Middle School was “Oh my
gosh, this place is HUGE!” Even though it is not really as
big as it seems, I’m super worried that I’m going to get
lost five times daily.  All of the grades are in different
sections of the school.  Sixth graders are especially sepa-
rate; they go to their lockers and have lunch at a different
time than the seventh and eighth graders.  The seventh
and eighth graders have different classroom areas, but go
to lunch and lockers with each other.  The school organ-
izes itself by different teams for each grade which deter-
mine what teachers you have.  I personally want to be on
team 4 because I know one of the teachers and I think
she’s super nice.  When we went to visit I was super nerv-
ous and jumpy and I’m not really sure why.  All of the
classes looked really cool.  I guess I’m excited and nervous
at the same time. - Kelly

When we first entered Edwards I was super nervous al-
though I’m not sure why.  We sat down in the front office
and waited for Ms. Bridges, our tour guide (also the vice-
principal).  While we waited, Evan’s mom, Ms. Matthews,
came and told us if we ever needed anything we could
come find her, which was really nice to know.  When Ms.
Bridges came she led us through the cafeteria and then
through a few halls.  Finally we got to the seventh grade
area!  We looked in all of the classrooms.  When the bell
rang all of the kids burst out of their classrooms, so we
rushed into the media center, which is in the center of the
seventh grade area.  We also looked at the art and wood-
shop classrooms, band classroom and strings classroom.
You can choose one of those three; I’m definitely choosing
art/woodshop.  Ms. Bridges also told us about sports,
which could be fun to join.  Overall I think it will be excit-
ing to move into a new environment, although I will proba-
bly get lost the first few days there because it is so huge!

- Abigail

I woke up at 6:ooam on the dreaded day I was to visit Mid-
dle School and slipped on my “uniform” which was just a
navy skirt and white collared shirt.  When I changed and
was looking decent I made my way down the steps to the
kitchen.  A bowl of cereal and cup of yogurt later and I
was in the car with my friend Victoria going to school.
Everyone at the school was nice and I made lots of friends,
many who were Whovians, Doctor Who fans.  The classes
weren’t hard and they were very interesting.  All of the
teachers were nice and the school wasn’t too hard to get
around.  In the end, what I thought was going to be a
nightmare ended up being one of the best days ever!
- -Andrea

At this year’s Plant Sale I helped by being the outside cashier. I
also made fruit and cheese kabobs to sell at the Canopy Café. I
also made a popsicle stick box to sell at the craft stand. I bought
an Oreo cupcake from the Café and a quilt that Denise made.
Unfortunately, it rained, but I chose to look at the glass half full
and play out in the rain, we played Monkey in the Middle. It was
also pizza lunch. I had a slice of cheese and a slice of pepperoni.
After pizza lunch we sang with Derrick. The Juniors sang three
songs. My favorite was the
Recycle Rap. I love the Plant
Sale!

 by Dane Spede



The Mayan Exhibit
On our field trip to Columbia we
got to see the Mayan exhibit in the
museum.   On the way in there
was a machine that would print
your name in Mayan glyphs; Mary

Heyward printed the word Montessori.   The exhibit had so
many cool artifacts and different tools that I stopped to in-
vestigate almost every single display.  All of the art was the
most interesting thing to me, especially the clay sculptures
of lots of different people with animal features (gods and
goddesses).  In one hall there were huge photographs of rub-
bings of Mayan art.  Even the music that was playing was
cool, just perfect for dancing in slow motion with our
friends!!  The gift shop was at the end, with beautiful jew-
elry, purses, and pottery.  There was a green screen that we
all stood in front of to have our picture taken, then you could

choose a background.
We chose the pyra-
mid background with
a Mayan warrior
ghost.  Look at
Reese’s shirt – he had
green on his sleeves
that turned into pyra-
mid!

by Kelly Duffy

Two Days in the Life; An Elementary Field Trip...

I’m So Excited!
I was so excited for the zoo trip!!!  I knew I would get to
see cool animals and we would get to stay up late hav-
ing tours of animals.   We would go out on a night hike.
We would get to eat at the zoo and sleep at the zoo!
We would also go to the State Museum.  I really wanted
to find out what this room was
called at the State Museum
because when we visited it
last year I saw a ball that
floats, a whisper tube, and a
racing ring for marbles.
Plus, we would get to ride on
a big bus and last but not
least, NOT DO WORK!  I would
have fun with my friends and
that’s why I was so excited.
We got to do all these things
and they even let us see the
tigers up close!!!!   And we found out they used to have a
koala named Owen, but then they found out it was a girl
so they changed the spelling to Owyne!

by Owen McSharry

Night at the Zoo
We went to Colum-
bia and slept at the
zoo.  We got to go
behind the scenes.
We got to learn how
they train the tigers
with a meat stick
and a clicker, how
baby koalas are born
like blobs with arms
the size of jelly
beans then finish
growing in the
mom’s pouch, and
we got to read  rec-
ipe cards that tell

the zookeepers what
to make the animals
to eat every day.
When we finished all
our night programs,
we were tired.  We
slept in the audito-
rium.  We had seven
hours of sleep but it
felt like one minute!
After a quick break-

fast on the patio, we played games to review what we had
learned, then we went into the zoo.   Our first stop….try to
catch a glimpse of the seven month old baby koala out of
mom’s pouch!

by Petrea  Johnson-Turner

Finley Park Fun
At the park in Columbia we played tag.  Almost all of our
friends played.  Some were so hot they did not play.
Some stood on the slide so they would not get tagged and
some did it just for fun.

by Layla Daily

Spice Junction
After a long day of walking we sat down to dinner at a
restaurant in Columbia.  It was Indian.  The waitress gave
us rotie, which is a soft flat bread.  My favorite food was
the butter chicken.  Lots of people had never tried Indian
food, but everyone found something they liked.  Samosas
were popular!  I thought it was super yummy!

by Riya Zutshi

Julian Baldwin

The Farm
When the Elementary  stu-
dents visited Columbia, one
of the last places we visited
was the Farm at the zoo.
The first thing I noticed was
the white llama lying down
in it’s yard outside.  The
animals inside the barn in-
cluded a cow, two rabbits, a
few goats, a field mouse, and a frog.  The cow was small and
she was mostly brown with black on her legs.  One of the
bunnies was white with grey on its face and the other was
grey all over.  The goats were assorted colors, including
black, dark brown, light brown, tan, and white.  My favorite
animal at the farm was the cow, although I liked them all a
lot.  Even though I have all these same animals at my house
(except the llama, which I need to add to my collection!),
the farm was one of my favorite parts of our visit, along with

seeing the elephants, zebras, and
giraffes.

By Julia Kempton

Snow
When we went to the Farm at the
Zoo we saw some bunnies. There
was one that was all white, I
named this bunny Snow. Snow
was my favorite because I got to
pet her and she like it.

by Shelby Tonkin

The Gift Shop
This year the class went to the Columbia Zoo.  The last place we went to was the gift shop.  I had nine dollars and I wanted to
get something for myself and Layla, but everything was so expensive!
I looked for a long time.  When I was looking I saw some stuffed animals.  I really wanted to get one but they were too expen-
sive.  I also saw some drums that I like but I couldn’t buy them either.  I thought I couldn’t find anything.  Then I thought I had
run out of time.  I was very sad.  Then Layla came over and said “Skyler, there’s still more time”.  She showed me some mints.
So I bought two pencils for Layla and some mints.  I shared the mints with the whole class, even the teachers.

by Skyler Green

DAY 1
6:45am —Board the bus to Columbia (excitement all the way)
9:00am —Rest stop: bathroom & snack (Oatmeal cookies with chocolate,
YUM!)
10:00am—Arrive at State Museum (LONG line, uh oh…)
12:00 —Lunch at the museum
3:45am —Finley park: Snack & playing (on the hottest day of the year so far!)
5:00pm — Indian buffet at Spice Junction (Part of the experience is trying
something new)
6:45pm —Arrive at the zoo for overnight (from a young classmate “When is it
bedtime?” Huh?)
7-11pm —Behind the scenes, snack, night hike (by 10pm, from the same stu-
dent, “Really my mom wouldn’t want me to stay up this late”)
11:20pm—Sleeping bags & jammies—EXHAUSTION!

DAY 2
7:00am— Rise & shine, pack up (why are sleeping bags so hard to roll?)
7:30am— Breakfast (and for the chaperones, coffee, YAY!)
9:00am— Head into the zoo (What’s first? Decisions, decisions…)
10:30am—Time for a snack (at this point, a necessity if we were going to
make it through the day. The cure all, a non typical Montessori snack; Icees
for all! And apparently Riya’s first one! At least we did not let them get the
Mountain Dew flavored one!)
1:00pm—Lunch at Kenya Café (surprisingly delicious, or were we just starving
& ready to sit?)
2:00pm—Oh no, not enough time to see it all!!
3:00pm—Gift shop (How is $10 not enough for a $9.95 item? Sales tax...oh
yeah…)
4:00pm—Board the bus, Goodbye Columbia!

Kudos
(From Mayan gift shop employees, Zoo staff who we interacted with and those who observed
us during the day, the Spice Junction owners and our bus drive…)
 “These are such well behaved kids. That speaks to what you all must be doing in class.”
 “Boy these kids were good riders, so well behaved.”
 You all deserve a big pat on the back for what good listeners these children are; you
should be proud.”
 We have lots of kids come through here and see lots of things and I tell you, these kids
are great.”

SO NICE TO HEAR!

Kelsie Hanke



The Mayan Exhibit
On our field trip to Columbia we
got to see the Mayan exhibit in the
museum.   On the way in there
was a machine that would print
your name in Mayan glyphs; Mary

Heyward printed the word Montessori.   The exhibit had so
many cool artifacts and different tools that I stopped to in-
vestigate almost every single display.  All of the art was the
most interesting thing to me, especially the clay sculptures
of lots of different people with animal features (gods and
goddesses).  In one hall there were huge photographs of rub-
bings of Mayan art.  Even the music that was playing was
cool, just perfect for dancing in slow motion with our
friends!!  The gift shop was at the end, with beautiful jew-
elry, purses, and pottery.  There was a green screen that we
all stood in front of to have our picture taken, then you could

choose a background.
We chose the pyra-
mid background with
a Mayan warrior
ghost.  Look at
Reese’s shirt – he had
green on his sleeves
that turned into pyra-
mid!

by Kelly Duffy

Two Days in the Life; An Elementary Field Trip...

I’m So Excited!
I was so excited for the zoo trip!!!  I knew I would get to
see cool animals and we would get to stay up late hav-
ing tours of animals.   We would go out on a night hike.
We would get to eat at the zoo and sleep at the zoo!
We would also go to the State Museum.  I really wanted
to find out what this room was
called at the State Museum
because when we visited it
last year I saw a ball that
floats, a whisper tube, and a
racing ring for marbles.
Plus, we would get to ride on
a big bus and last but not
least, NOT DO WORK!  I would
have fun with my friends and
that’s why I was so excited.
We got to do all these things
and they even let us see the
tigers up close!!!!   And we found out they used to have a
koala named Owen, but then they found out it was a girl
so they changed the spelling to Owyne!

by Owen McSharry

Night at the Zoo
We went to Colum-
bia and slept at the
zoo.  We got to go
behind the scenes.
We got to learn how
they train the tigers
with a meat stick
and a clicker, how
baby koalas are born
like blobs with arms
the size of jelly
beans then finish
growing in the
mom’s pouch, and
we got to read  rec-
ipe cards that tell

the zookeepers what
to make the animals
to eat every day.
When we finished all
our night programs,
we were tired.  We
slept in the audito-
rium.  We had seven
hours of sleep but it
felt like one minute!
After a quick break-

fast on the patio, we played games to review what we had
learned, then we went into the zoo.   Our first stop….try to
catch a glimpse of the seven month old baby koala out of
mom’s pouch!

by Petrea  Johnson-Turner

Finley Park Fun
At the park in Columbia we played tag.  Almost all of our
friends played.  Some were so hot they did not play.
Some stood on the slide so they would not get tagged and
some did it just for fun.

by Layla Daily

Spice Junction
After a long day of walking we sat down to dinner at a
restaurant in Columbia.  It was Indian.  The waitress gave
us rotie, which is a soft flat bread.  My favorite food was
the butter chicken.  Lots of people had never tried Indian
food, but everyone found something they liked.  Samosas
were popular!  I thought it was super yummy!

by Riya Zutshi

Julian Baldwin

The Farm
When the Elementary  stu-
dents visited Columbia, one
of the last places we visited
was the Farm at the zoo.
The first thing I noticed was
the white llama lying down
in it’s yard outside.  The
animals inside the barn in-
cluded a cow, two rabbits, a
few goats, a field mouse, and a frog.  The cow was small and
she was mostly brown with black on her legs.  One of the
bunnies was white with grey on its face and the other was
grey all over.  The goats were assorted colors, including
black, dark brown, light brown, tan, and white.  My favorite
animal at the farm was the cow, although I liked them all a
lot.  Even though I have all these same animals at my house
(except the llama, which I need to add to my collection!),
the farm was one of my favorite parts of our visit, along with

seeing the elephants, zebras, and
giraffes.

By Julia Kempton

Snow
When we went to the Farm at the
Zoo we saw some bunnies. There
was one that was all white, I
named this bunny Snow. Snow
was my favorite because I got to
pet her and she like it.

by Shelby Tonkin

The Gift Shop
This year the class went to the Columbia Zoo.  The last place we went to was the gift shop.  I had nine dollars and I wanted to
get something for myself and Layla, but everything was so expensive!
I looked for a long time.  When I was looking I saw some stuffed animals.  I really wanted to get one but they were too expen-
sive.  I also saw some drums that I like but I couldn’t buy them either.  I thought I couldn’t find anything.  Then I thought I had
run out of time.  I was very sad.  Then Layla came over and said “Skyler, there’s still more time”.  She showed me some mints.
So I bought two pencils for Layla and some mints.  I shared the mints with the whole class, even the teachers.

by Skyler Green

DAY 1
6:45am —Board the bus to Columbia (excitement all the way)
9:00am —Rest stop: bathroom & snack (Oatmeal cookies with chocolate,
YUM!)
10:00am—Arrive at State Museum (LONG line, uh oh…)
12:00 —Lunch at the museum
3:45am —Finley park: Snack & playing (on the hottest day of the year so far!)
5:00pm — Indian buffet at Spice Junction (Part of the experience is trying
something new)
6:45pm —Arrive at the zoo for overnight (from a young classmate “When is it
bedtime?” Huh?)
7-11pm —Behind the scenes, snack, night hike (by 10pm, from the same stu-
dent, “Really my mom wouldn’t want me to stay up this late”)
11:20pm—Sleeping bags & jammies—EXHAUSTION!

DAY 2
7:00am— Rise & shine, pack up (why are sleeping bags so hard to roll?)
7:30am— Breakfast (and for the chaperones, coffee, YAY!)
9:00am— Head into the zoo (What’s first? Decisions, decisions…)
10:30am—Time for a snack (at this point, a necessity if we were going to
make it through the day. The cure all, a non typical Montessori snack; Icees
for all! And apparently Riya’s first one! At least we did not let them get the
Mountain Dew flavored one!)
1:00pm—Lunch at Kenya Café (surprisingly delicious, or were we just starving
& ready to sit?)
2:00pm—Oh no, not enough time to see it all!!
3:00pm—Gift shop (How is $10 not enough for a $9.95 item? Sales tax...oh
yeah…)
4:00pm—Board the bus, Goodbye Columbia!

Kudos
(From Mayan gift shop employees, Zoo staff who we interacted with and those who observed
us during the day, the Spice Junction owners and our bus drive…)
 “These are such well behaved kids. That speaks to what you all must be doing in class.”
 “Boy these kids were good riders, so well behaved.”
 You all deserve a big pat on the back for what good listeners these children are; you
should be proud.”
 We have lots of kids come through here and see lots of things and I tell you, these kids
are great.”

SO NICE TO HEAR!

Kelsie Hanke



    Special News >>>

Picture Books
Stand Straight, Ella Kate by Kate Klise
14 Cows for America by Carmen Agre
Deedy
Purple, Green, and Yellow by Robert
Munsch
Aunt Minnie McGranahan by Mary Skillings
Prigger
Aesop’s Fables by Jerry Pinkney
Baby Brains by Simon James
Baby in a Basket by Gloria Rand
Big Jabe by Jerdine Nolen
The Book of Beasts, by E. Nesbit, abridged
and illustrated by Inga Moore
Brave Irene by William Steig
Chewy Louie by Howie Schneider
A Day’s Work by Eve Bunting
Eddie, Harold’s Little Brother by Ed Koch
and Pat Koch Thaler
Encounter by Jane Yolen
Erandi’s Braids by Antonio Hernandez Mad-
rigal

Short Novels
The SOS File by B. Byars, B. Duffey and L.
Meyers
The Stories Julian Tells by A. Cameron
The Whipping Boy by S. Fleischman
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever by B.
Robinson
The Iron Gate: A Story in Five Nights by T.
Hughes
Keeper of the Doves by B. Byars
Minnie and Sophie: All Around Town by M.
Cohen
Shipwrecked: The True Adventures of a
Japanese Boy by R. Blumberg
Shoeshine Girl by C. R. Bulla

I want to thank everyone who has sup-
ported our library this year through dona-
tions or Scholastic Book Club Orders.  Our
library is always expanding thanks to
you.
This week’s quote is by Harold Howe,
former U.S. Commissioner of Education
and fighter against segregated schools,
who said “What a school thinks about its
library is a measure of what it feels
about education.”
Have a wonderful summer!
Mary Heyward Vick

CMS Library

If you have questions, concerns, or would like to be more involved with this year’s festival, email PTO co-presidents Drake
McNeary (dmacmtb@gmail.com) or Heidi Williams (heidicwilliams@gmail.com).

This year has been a wonderful new ex-
perience for me as the CMS librarian.
Getting to read to the elementary stu-
dents and the Peanuts has probably been
my favorite part, but I have also enjoyed
the day to day cataloguing and organizing
duties as well as processing the Scholastic
Book Club orders.  One facet of the job
that was especially rewarding was book
acquisition.  I got so excited when I was
able to get books from McClure’s that I
knew the students would love, and sev-
eral very generous book donations were
made by friends and families of CMS dur-
ing the past school year.  I just finished
cataloguing a huge donation of wonder-
ful, age-appropriate, up-to-date nonfic-
tion titles, many of which the children
will get to use in fascinating research
projects for years to come.  Between
that donation and our use of thousands of
bonus points from Scholastic toward up-
dating our nonfiction choices, I am basi-
cally happy with the way nonfiction is
shaping up this year.  There are, how-
ever, quite a few fiction titles, from pic-
ture books to short novels, which we still
have on our extensive wish list.  I thought
I would take this opportunity to share
with you some of the books we have not
been able to get. If you see anything
among them that you would like to do-
nate, this is your chance to make that
happen.

A few more Elementary
trip pictures...

First Elementary drum-
ming show away from
school….


