
Voice 
Our school year is off to a great start. 
As I’ve walked through the classrooms 
observing, gotten to know new stu-
dents, and worked with our new ele-
mentary students, I’ve been reminded 
of the brilliance and beauty of Maria 
Montessori’s vision for education. Read-
ing this quarter’s newsletter also re-
minds me of how our practice reflects 
Montessori’s vision everyday. 
 
Trish and Sam’s encouragement of 
independence demonstrates  Montes-
sori’s statement that “Any child who is 
self sufficient, who can tie his shoes, 
dress or undress himself, reflects in his 
joy and sense of achievement the im-
age of human dignity, which is derived 
from a sense of independence.” 
 
Through our Primary classroom’s  con-
tinent studies, children’s eyes are 
opened to the world, illustrating Mon-
tessori’s thoughts that, “The needs of 
mankind are universal. Our means of 
meeting them create the richness and 
diversity of the planet. The Montessori 
child should come to relish the texture 
of the diversity.” 
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Our Elementary students have enjoyed  
several field trips, fulfilling Montessori’s belief 
that the elementary aged child is especially 
suited to activities in the society, the culture, 
and the outside world. Montessori said that 
“When the child goes out, it is the world it-
self that offers itself to him.” 
 
We are grateful for the opportunity to share 
Montessori’s  vision with you and your chil-
dren! 
 
We’re also looking forward to an exciting 
Fall for our community— 
The Annual Pumpkin Sale, Fall Festival and 
Soup and Songs are opportunities to work 
together and have lots of fun! 

cms 
the Important Dates: 

October 

November 

7th—PTO (5:30pm) 
 
11th—(Elementary & Peanuts) 
CCC Pizza Lunch (12 Noon) 
 
12th—Pumpkin Truck Unload-
ing 
 
14th—15th—SCHOOL CLOSED 
(Fall Break) 
 
15th—31st—PUMPKIN SALE 
 
18th—Elementary Book Share 
 
24th—CMS FALL FESTIVAL (3
-7pm) 
 
25th  - SCHOOL CLOSED 
(Professional Development) 

5th-6th—Fall Pictures (TBA) 
 
8th—(Elementary & Peanuts) 
CCC Pizza Lunch (12 Noon) 
 
15th—Elementary Book Share 
 
25th—SOUP & SONGS 
 
27th-29th—SCHOOL CLOSED 
(Thanksgiving Break) 
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  It has been a loud and activity filled three weeks.  Most of the children have transitioned 
into the classroom and are beginning to enjoy our daily routine. 
     Sam and I have been focused on helping the children become more independent in the 
classroom.  This involves learning to roll mats and to walk around the mats without disturb-
ing the work on the mat.  The children are practicing sponge squeezing and sweep-
ing.  Thank you for having a positive attitude when you drop off your child.   
     We have had two weeks of music.  Everyone enjoys Derrick's guitar and banjo.  The chil-
dren are already learning some of his songs and games, and they are beginning to ask us if 
it's a Derrick day. 
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  The Primary I classroom has had 
a relatively short “normalization” 
period this year, made easy, in 

part, by our overwhelmingly seasoned 
classroom.  With so many children ac-
customed to how we do things in a 
Montessori classroom, those who were 
new to the experience had many will-
ing guides.  As a result, our classroom 
has been abuzz with (mostly) worth-
while activity almost since the first days 
of school. 

We kicked off the year with the study 
of Earth’s seven continents, and after 
an overview (enhanced by “the conti-
nent song”) we have begun the work 
of learning specifics about each conti-
nent, beginning, of course, with North 
America.  We have plenty of intriguing 
work on the shelves using maps of the 
world and of North America as well as 
objects, animals and flags associated  

 

with each of the countries in North 
America.   

We have also begun our science experi-
ment curriculum and discovered that 
air DOES take up space!  There has 
been a great deal of interest in the 
sensorial area of the classroom, as well.  
It always makes us smile to see children 
so eager to get in there and touch 
these works which are meant for ex-
actly that purpose. 

With so many busy girls and boys and 
such a variety of great work being 
done every day, I find it hard to keep it 
brief.  But, suffice it to say, that our 
students are comfortable and content 
in the classroom and that 
they are all in the perfect 
place to gain access to a 
better understanding of 
themselves and the world 
around them. 



Candles are lit and soft music 
is playing. Peanuts work on practicing grace 
and courtesy. We have talked about how to 
pack a lunch and what it should in-
clude.  Each peanut should be packing his/her 
own lunch. This could be part of his/her night 
time routine. Parents can control the con-
tents,  but, please, allow them choices in each 
of the following food groups; protein, fruit, 
vegetables and carbohydrates.  

After lunch we have West African drumming with Susan. 
We love drumming. This is one of the 
our favorite times.  Last, but not 
least, we have art, where we explore 
our creativity with various tech-
niques and media.  We will also the 
study artists and their methods.   

I am looking forward to an exciting 
year with the Peanuts.  
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Maria Montessori’s global mission was 
to bring peace to the world through 
education. At the core of her educa-
tional curriculum is instilling reverence 
for the earth, the self, each other, the 
animals, plants, other cultures, etc. We 
have several activities going on in the 
classroom that support her mission. We 
learned that the earth is made of land, 
water and air. At one time all the land 
was connected and surrounded by just 
one ocean (Pangea).  
 
We are working on learning the conti-
nents names through songs, stories, and 
around the world games.  
 
 
 
 
 

We are keeping our plants and hissing 
cockroaches fed...all are thriving! And 
we are working daily to find the still-
ness inside ourselves.  
  
Our lotus candle represents stillness and 
light. We are experimenting with dif-
ferent yoga poses while meditating. So 
far, mountain pose (tadasana) has 
been the most successful at bringing us 
to collective silence. With our eyes 
closed, we visualize our breath flowing 
through our body, the color we are 
feeling, or simply listen to the quiet. It’s 
a really beautiful feeling. 

  Our afternoons consist of working in the classroom on Mon-
days, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.  We focus not only on indi-
vidual needs, but also 
on  authors to research 
and study.  We will be 
cooking, writing, illus-
trating and so much 
more. This September 
we’ve been studying  
Tomie dePaola and Eric 
Carle.  
 

On Wednesdays we real-
ly enjoy our library time with Mary Heyward.  She reads a 
story before the Peanuts explore the library and choose a 
book to check.  Students need to return books each week so 
they may check out another.  

Fun Fridays, we have a full afternoon.  We start with our 
special lunch, where we move tables together to create a 
large family style table.  The Peanuts have had lessons on 
table setting and each has made a placemat to use during 
lunch. 
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When we got to the outdoor 
lab we all went to this big 
open place to do fun team 
work activities like using a 
hula hoop. The challenge 
was to get it around the cir-
cle of people but not let go 
of our hands.  

Shelby 

My absolute favorite activity was where 
they put us on eight logs 
with ropes on them. We 
were organized into 
four groups of four. 
Then they set up two 
ropes (start and finish).  
The groups were to put 

each foot one foot on each log then grab 
the ropes and walk their logs to the finish 
line without our bodies hitting the 
ground.    

Dane 

So we went 
to the Out-
door Lab.  
The first 
thing that 
we did was 
team work.  
Then we ate 
lunch.  We 
went to the 
climbing 
wall next.  It 
was 50 ft 
tall! I was 
impressed 
that I 
climbed the 
whole wall. 

Wow! 
Shelbi 

We went to Columbo’s for din-
ner.  I ate pizza and spaghetti 
‘n’ meatballs. It was sooo 
good. Yummy!!!!! We got 
some chocolate chip piz-
za too. Mine had a burnt 
spot on it but it was still 
good.  I had two pieces 
of it! 

Madie 

The climb-
ing wall 
was kinda 
scary. I 
didn’t go 
far. Some 
people 
had to 
wait be-
cause it 
rained for 
an hour… 
so that’s it. 

Reese 



 

Our school went to IHOP. I ate a 
smiley face pancake. On the smiley 
pancake was whip 
cream and cherries. I 
sat with Natalie 
Haney, Shavali and 
Lucy.   

Lily 
 
We had a sleepover 
at the school. It was 
so much fun! 

Ashby 

After Columbo’s, we went back 
across the street.  We got out games and for about 
twenty minutes we played with them. And then, 
s’mores!!! About ten minutes later… Lights out!   

Owen 

We went to the magic 
show. It was fun. My 
favorite part was when 
she (the assistant) put 
the curtain up and they 
switched places!  Lucy 

I went to the Magic 
Show. But how did the 
man do those tricks!          
Shivali 

 
Today me, Meghan and Judy went to CCC. There was a lot to do.  While 
we were there, we saw a truck pulling a trailer.  Then there was another 
tuck. We helped unload both trucks. Then we picked up trash. Boy, was I 
tired! 

Layla 
 
I went to CCC.  It was hard work. There were many heavy boxes. We 
picked up trash and cigarette butts. Gross! 

Meghan 

This morning I went to the magic show with my class. I had so much fun because they did awe-
some magic. There was a man and a woman who did the magic. The man told us that they 
practiced and practiced and practiced until they got tired. My favorite part was when the wom-
an twirled the batons.  Riya 

Yesterday me and my class 
went to see an illusionist. He 
threw cards. He made a dog 
disappear. He made his help-
er disappear twice.  Eli 

Today I went to a mag-
ic show with my class. It 
was awesome! The ma-
gician made a girl dis-
appear!  Kaylee 

 

Natalie 
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As some of you may have heard, the CMS library had some water dam-
age during this summer’s frequent deluges and has subsequently had 
some roof/ceiling work done to get things back in order for the school 
year. We did lose some of the books from our science shelves, which were 
in the unfortunate place in the library where the water found its way in-
side, and, sadly, a couple of our shelves themselves did not make it. But 
with Tricia’s expert and careful effort to save what books could be saved 
and Mary Heyward’s enduring willingness to do whatever is needed, and 
Patrick’s steadfast obligation to do challenging work nobody else wants 
to do, the library is back up and running (and smelling) mostly as it 
should again. 
 
As of Monday, September 9th we have begun having weekly classes with 
CMS students from Peanuts to Sixth Years and we are excited about our 
opportunities to read with, and research with them all year. Thus far, I 
must say this year’s Peanut class has done a really superb job of removing 
and replacing books from the shelves with care! How gratifying it is to see 
their little hands struggling to keep those books straight while maneuver-
ing their books, spine facing out, back into place before moving on. How 
good they should feel about being successful at something that often isn’t 
given the effort it deserves! Go Peanuts! 
 
As always, you can help support our library by ordering from Scholastic 
Reading Clubs whenever flyers go out. Your purchases don’t just bolster 
your own child’s library, they also go a long way toward getting much 
needed books for the CMS library, as well. And, of course, book donations 
are great, too! 
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